
 

 

Gilt Edge Bulk Sampling Project 
Salmon-Cobalt Ranger District 

Lemhi County, ID 

1 Purpose and Need for the Proposed Action 

The purpose of the Forest Service in proposing this action is to minimize adverse environmental 

impact to surface resources by regulating the functions, work, and activities connected with the 

miner’s plan to explore locatable minerals on Nation Forest System lands.  The compelling need 

for the Forest Service to take this action is to comply with legal requirements to respond to the 

claimants’ reasonable plan of operations (36 CFR 228.4), and to ensure that “operations are 

conducted so as, where feasible, to minimize adverse environmental impact on National Forest 

surface resources” (36 CFR 228.8). 

2 Applicable Category 

This proposal is categorically excluded from documentation in an EA or EIS because it fits the 

following category, pending extraordinary circumstance determinations: 36 CFR 220.6(e)(3) 

(DM Required)  

This category is applicable for this project because this project constitutes a small special use of 

the National Forest System of Lands. 

3 Proposed Action 

The Operator's Plan, as submitted, proposes to sample underground workings from the Gilt 

Edge claims (MC# 37397 & 37395).  The underground workings would be accessed using 

existing National Forest System road and an existing temporary road. 

The project is located approximately seven air miles northwest of Salmon, Idaho in T. 22 N., R. 

21 E., Section 3. Underground sampling activities would occur for up to 10 years.  

Approximately 0.3 miles of temporary road (U222103B) at the site would be utilized and 

approximately 0.01 acres surface disturbance is anticipated to enter underground workings. 

The maps below display the project vicinity and access roads and underground entries. 

The project is in Salmon Forest Plan Management Area 5B, managed for medium timber 

outputs. 
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3.1 Ground Access 

Vehicles would utilize Forest Service Road 60023.  Approximately 0.3 miles of temporary road 

(U222103B) would also be utilized (see map). No road construction or reconstruction would 

occur. 

3.2 Water 

Water would not be used on site for mineral activity.  Samples would be processed at an off-

site facility. 

3.3 Fuel 

Two propane tanks and a five-gallon container of gasoline would be utilized on site. 

3.4 Surface Disturbance 

Use of a temporary road and re-opening of two Forest Service reclaimed abandoned mine land 

features. 

3.5 Sampling Operation 

The project proposes to sample for a period of up to ten years.  All material removed would be 

from underground workings from two existing workings on site; a shaft and an adit (see map). 

Earthworks of surface resources would not occur.  Up to 36 cubic yards (or approximately 80 

tons) of material would be removed from underground workings.  A 3:1 ratio of waste to ore 

material is expected.  Ore would be processed at an off-site facility and waste material would 

be stockpiled on site.  Up to 24 cubic yards (or approximately 54 tons) of material is anticipated 

to be stockpiled on site, located adjacent or uphill from the underground workings and 

returned underground once operations are complete. 

A camp would be located on a flat area within 300 feet of road 023 (Stormy Peak Road) near 

the beginning and adjacent to the temporary road.  The campsite would use a portable toilet 

and human effluent and grey water would be contained and disposed at an off-site facility. One 

motor vehicle towing a small trailer and up to three ATVs would be utilized to access the site.   

No heavy equipment is anticipated. A pickax, shovels, power tools, and a generator would be 

utilized.  Existing structures would not be used for this level of operations. No timber is planned 

for felling or removal. The shaft and adit proposed for sampling were previously reclaimed by 

the Forest Service. Foam used to close the shaft would be removed and disposed at an off-site 

facility. 
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A crew of two to five people may be utilized at any one time to assist with sampling.  Proposed 

activity would tentatively take place seasonally from June 1 through September 30.  Work 

would occur primarily during weekends for 1-2 weekends per month during the operating 

season. 

Reclamation 

Stockpiled waste material would be returned to underground workings post sampling.  A 

reclamation bond would be established to ensure reclamation of the shaft and adit.  No other 

surface disturbance is anticipated. 

3.6 Project Design Features 

The operator included the following applicable project design features in the submitted plan: 

any waste rock material from sampling would be stockpiled and placed back in the 

underground workings.  

To fulfill the Forest Service’s responsibility as defined in 36 CFR 228 additional project design 

features would be assigned to minimize disturbance to surface resources.  All project activities 

would be consistent with the Forest Plan and amendments including the implementation of 

applicable standards and guidelines. Other sources of potentially applicable design features or 

useful guidance include, but are not limited to the following:   

 Idaho Administrative Code (IDAPA)  

 National Core Best Management Practices in 2012 (USDA Forest Service, 2012)  

 Water Resources Management (Forest Service Manual (FSM)2500, sections 2532.02, 
2532.03)   

 Regions 1 and 4 Soil and Water Conservation Handbook (Forest Service Handbook 
2509.22), 

 Region 4 Watershed and Air Management Manual (FSM 2500) 

 Best Management Practices for Weed Control, and Pollinator-Friendly Best 
Management Practices for Federal Lands 

3.6.1 Hazardous Materials, Fire, and Safety 

1. All motorized equipment would have working mufflers, spark arrestors and secondary 
containment. Electrical equipment must be properly insulated. Adequate fire protection 
is required and includes at least one handheld implement (shovels and axes) per person 
and one fire extinguisher per vehicle.  

2. All fuel containers would be properly labeled and stored in containment sufficient to 
hold 110% volume of the fuel, per EPA’s Regulation Code 40 CFR 112.7. In the event of a 
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fuel spill, the Operator would notify the Forest Service within twenty-four hours and the 
contaminated material would be removed and transported to an authorized location.  

3. Maintain appropriate spill response kits at the active operating area(s) and within each 
vehicle.  

4. The Operator would place signs on access roads and trails informing the public of active 
operations.  

5. Food would be stored in bear proof containers or cached at least 10 feet above the 
ground. 

6. Entries to underground workings would be fenced, gated, grated or otherwise secured 
to ensure that no unauthorized persons have access. 

3.6.2 Aquatic Management Zone, RHCA, Water, and Soils 

7. Project activities would be conducted when site conditions are conducive to minimizing 
impacts on soil and water resources. Activities would not be allowed when roads and 
exploration area are very wet and excessive road rutting (in excess of 4 inches) or soil 
compaction would occur. 

8. Refueling, and stockpiling of waste rock would occur greater than 100 feet from the 
creek. 

9. If water is encountered during underground activities that would require pumping to 
continue sampling, operations would immediately cease in that area until water 
subsides, project design is implemented to contain water, and minimize potential effects 
to surface resources or the proper permits are obtained. 

3.6.3 Wildlife and Sensitive Plants 

10. Immediately stop operations and inform the Forest Service Minerals Administrator upon 
finding any species listed under the Endangered Species Act or on the Regional 
Forester’s Sensitive Species list, or the nest or den of such a species.  

11. Entries to underground workings would be fenced to deter wildlife and cattle.  

12. The Operator would restrict unauthorized access to the temporary road associated with 
this operation. 

3.6.4 Invasive species and Revegetation 

13. Prior to entry onto National Forest lands, operators and contractors are required to 
clean and remove mud, dirt or debris that may contain weed seeds or reproductive 
propagules from the undercarriage and tires/tracks/skids of exploration equipment and 
submit to the Forest Service for inspection.  

14. Treat weeds during reclamation. 
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3.6.5 Cultural Resource 

15. Immediately cease all operations in the event archaeological or cultural resources are 
discovered.   

3.6.6 Visual Resources and Recreation 

16. Follow Dark Sky Principles when operating at night.   

3.6.7 Roads and engineering 

17. The temporary road would be reclaimed to pre-operational condition and treated to 
prevent unauthorized access. 

3.6.8 Range 

18. Avoid damaging range improvements.  If project activities cause damage to any range 
improvements (fences, troughs, etc.), repair the damage to return the improvement to 
its functioning condition.  Report damage to Forest Service Range personnel who will 
confirm that the improvement has been fixed properly.  

19. Slow down or stop when necessary for livestock, horses, dogs, workers and their 
equipment.  Allow livestock to move off the side of the road before attempting to pass.  

20. Coordinate with Forest Service range personnel in a timely manner to allow for 
communication with range permittee regarding project implementation timeline or 
significant project updates.  

21. If leaving equipment unattended for long periods of time, there is potential for livestock 
to access the equipment and rub on it, trample around it, etc. Take precautionary 
measures when leaving equipment unattended to prevent damage from livestock.   

3.6.9 Operations and Administration 

22. The Operator would notify the Forest Service (FS) a minimum of three days in prior to 
commencing initial activities. Prior to commencing activities, the FS Administrator and 
the Operator would review locations for all surface disturbing activities.  

23. Operations would be conducted under dry conditions. Dry conditions in the project area 
generally exist from June 1 until October 1. 

24. The Operator would arrange for the Forest Service to inspect ATVs, and trailer/camping 
equipment for potential weed propagules prior to entering NFS lands and commencing 
initial activities. 

25. The Operator would maintain the necessary fire prevention tools at the site. 

26. The operator would use the generator only during daylight hours. 

27. The culvert on the temporary road would be maintained to allow the stream to flow 
through.  If the culvert is no longer fully functional, it would be replaced by and at cost 
to the Operator. 
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28. The Operator would be required to install erosion control features around the 
streamside edge of the stockpiled waste rock generated by activity. 

29. The bond for this operation must be secured prior to commencing any exploration 
activities. The amount of bond would be calculated to ensure full reclamation and 
revegetation of areas disturbed by the exploration activity.
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4 Maps 

 

Map 1: Project area and vicinity 
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Map 2: Project area 


